
From: stuart@telegraphberkeley.org [mailto:stuart@telegraphberkeley.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 12:57 PM 
To: Pearson, Alene <apearson@cityofberkeley.info> 
Subject: Public Comment for Item #10 on tonight's Planning Commission Agenda 

Alene, 

Apologies for the late submission of this public comment piece. I had hoped to attend tonight's meeting but will 
not be able to. 

As the Executive Director of the Telegraph Business Improvement District I support over 180 small businesses 
south of UC Berkeley--the vast majority of which are locally-owned. I often serve as an advocate for them as 
they struggle through the challenges related to permitting and other aspects of working with the City. I am 
keenly aware of their concerns. 

The TBID was an active participant in the process of developing the zoning modifications. We communicated 
to OED the problems that our small businesses were having with processes that, frankly, either did not make 
practical sense or were seemingly out-of-touch with the current reality of doing business. The result are the six 
measures that represent the most obvious and "lowest-hanging fruit" of what can be done to support small 
businesses, whether they want to expand their offering here or start up an operation. I would add that OED and 
Planning staff did a great job presenting these measures to our community.  

I can say unequivocally that the passage of the six measures will make it easier for small businesses to operate 
in Berkeley and will also make my job easier in supporting small business. 

Best, 

Stuart Baker 

--  

Stuart Baker 

Executive Director 
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Telegraph Business Improvement District 
2437 Durant Ave. Ste. 206 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
(o)o 10-486-2366
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From: Melissa Hatheway [mailto:mhatheway@rialtocinemas.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 2:33 PM 
To: Pearson, Alene <apearson@cityofberkeley.info> 
Subject: Public Comment for Item #10 on tonight's Planning Commission Agenda 

Ms. Pearson, 

As President of the Elmwood Business Association. The EBA board and I (all volunteers) work 

with over 80 small businesses in Berkeley’s oldest commercial district. These are all small 

locally owned businesses. This group has been very active with the Mayor’s Ad Hoc 

Subcommittee on Small Business looking to improve the standing of small businesses in the city 

and working to address all the permitting hurdles. We care deeply about the zoning 

modifications. 

We have worked with the Office of Economic Development through their process of improving 

Berkeley’s interaction with small business and we are on board with the modifications being 

presented. We support passage of these measures. 

Thank you for counting us as supporters. 

Best, 

Melissa Hatheway 

President, Elmwood Business Association 

Melissa Hatheway 

Director of Marketing and Community Relations 

Rialto Cinemas ® Elmwood  

Berkeley’s Best Neighborhood Movie Theater 

2966 College Avenue at Ashby 

Berkeley, CA 94705 

Tel 707 829-3456 

mhatheway@rialtocinemas.com 
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